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PREFACE. 


. Conctanep READER, : 

HEN now God aur Saviour ſeems to be repairing 
the decays of our Zion, and every awakened inflruc- 
ted foul comes laden with its ſlone, I could wiſh to bring 
my little baſket of rubbiſh alſa; pleaſe to conſider, according to its 
defign, which is only ſame ſmall pleaſure to the humble lers of our 
Redeemer, and not at all ſuited to Chriſtleſs criticiſm. 

But now, ld reader, if thou haſt an opened eye and ear, thou 
needeſt not be told, how Satan hath long kept the houſe amangft us in 
deluſrve peace; and thro many paſt years hath carefully huſh'd all that 
mught juſlly be called friendly diſturbance ; fearing to break our dire- 
ful delightful flumber : And now that he is detected, what a flir is 
made, as if ſome new thing, never known in the church before, was 
came to paſs ! or, as if the means excelled the end, and the wiſdom 
and mercy of the all-wiſe Oeconomift had carefully concerned itſelf in 
redreſſing the blindneſs and backſlidings of corrupt nature, in the typical 
Zion of old: But notu in the chriſtian economy, regarded awakening 
mercies and methods no more, but degenerating nature, it is known, is, 
ingllages the ſame ; and as it is with us now, ſo it cuus in the typical 
Zion then + they were perpetually and juſtly thus upbraided, a people 
without underſtanding ; therefore he that made them will not 
have mercy on them, and he that formed them will ſhew them 
no favour, TJ. xxvii. 11. And wherein now did their flupefactian 
conſiſt, but in this? That inflead of attending to the interiar of their 
boppy religion, which would have led them to the wonders of Re- 

A 2 dempttan, 


by . 

demption, a chearful chaſtity, a loving - affiance in Cod; 4/uy were 
CT Bok a Kris 2 ik in rad eee 
= the good old path, Jer. vi. 16. ever dwindling into formality, 
ever dating on preſent enjoyments, ever running away with the outſide 
of religion, ever tending from. had to waxſe, ever bold and poſitive of 
the ſoundneſs of their caſe, both people and prisft ; for there was ſmall 
difference in this caſe, except, that the latter were more impatient of 
reprosfr their manner and the method Mercy mage” uſe 
of framtime mn time, in order to retlaim the life of xelgion amang/? 
them, is obvious. The long-ſuffering Lord, called forth a ſucceſſion 
of oppreſſed inſiruments; men who ſet their faces like flint, and were 
not aſhamed of reproach. . Sometimes the prophet was a perſon of fa- 
mily; ſometunes a herdſman ; ſometimes one called from nen the 
Pigs: but ever ſuch as againſt whom pride had ſemell ing ae iet. 
Al the head of every fireet, and at the entrance of the city, they prenchial 
fo the people, and confronted the ungodly great. * Some there Were on 
2057 hearts thoſe orations had a good effect, bit the greater part ap- 
poſed, and made this faithful freedem very expen/roe ; : it coft na leſs 
than the Lad of al! who dar d be ſa truſly to their Lord, did fo true 
to the eternal intereſt of nan. Hart- Indus, F, emboldened iti a godly 
for In, 18 the poliſhed ſhaft in Satan's right-haud bund, with this he flew all 
the prophets of Cad, from the fut, down to the A adored Prophet 

Y the church, wha was hated and ſain for his faithful teftimany too. 
Now, reader, if all ſcripture be writien for our mftruetion, and 
75 a lantharn to our paths, then this ſhall light us to ſee ourſelves, and 
G od's merciful proctedings with us in theſe backſlidin g days, wherein 
the Light of his Salvation is by the device of the enemy ſa ſorely ſupplan- 
ted. Chriſt is Satan's deſtruction andSatan's hate. All ages of the church 
have therefore felt the fiend's maſterly Hill, in plotting and pract: ang 
6% the Brightuefs and — 7 bis Blood's N For, the 


© Wor” 


eim, —— in 01 = to fuppr of 10 . 12 Nb * 253 he put 
gut the 95 of bis infallible vicar, and guided his arm to ſlay the 
poor deſpiſed preacher s of faith, the only fouls of their day,. who 
were Jaihfie, entug 35 tg make bead. againſt um. And hg 
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in bis pitchy raum of death like-a food, 
b with 4 miſlaken chriſliawiy, ( chriflians, 
s world, unſay'd from fan, ſaviours If them- 
own righteouſneſs, merit-mongers, with. 
momtiſi ignorance, and all the train of idalatruus ſelf-lave ; ) * 
abſervable bow at thut periad, the Spirit | of the Lord ſet wp a 
flandard againſi him : he flirred up a ſet biet ee 
men emboldened with the ſame zeal and conſtancy as werg the pro- 
 Phets of ald, uo, like them tao, ſet "their faces as flint, and delivered 
their teſtimony to'a gainſaying world, at the expence of its moſt bitter 
hate : amongſt the multitudes of ſuch elſewhere, aur countryman John 
Wickliffe, in the days.of Edward III. wat the firft wha fired on this | 
citadel of darkneſs with any natable fucceſs ; after him Wenderley, 
Coverly, n 
Farrar, Bilney, Tindal, Lambert, Bradford, Hooper, Ridley, 
Latimer, Cranmer, and multitudes more awakened ſouls, who loved 
ut their lrues unto deathz and who, tho' new their tombs are built, and 
their ſepulchres garniſhed, vere ance a commun reproach a nick-name 
and accounted the off-ſcouring of all things. And when after gun 
bleed and many firuggles, our worthy Reformers became ſuperior by the 
Bleed of the Lamb and the ward of their Teflimony ; then the light of 
the goſpel, which makes glad the heart, again broke forth; heart religion 
was in this favoured land again repaired: then the radiant Waunds 
of Ged's Lamb, like riſmg morning, after a dark diſconſolate night, 
Jpread beams of ſalvation far and near, Then when the Lord turned 
Minu the captivity of this Zion, our | humble fathers were like theſe 
that dream; then thoſe who had ſawn in tears at the former degeneracy, 
reaped in joy: Then had our church governors a wiſdom 100 Yoo? 
to expect grapes on thoru-buſhes, and figs on captious thiftles : 
wholeſome Homulies taught ſuperficial chriſtianity, firſt to cure 25 
heartrost, by repentance and faith, or elſe enpełt fruits of the Spirit 
in vain" Then plants of the heavenly Pather's planting, ſprung up 
@s willaws by the water courſes; and the trees of the woed rejoiced 
together ; and had our countrymen buen mindful of bells reftlefs 
ſpirits its future arent, * have Wrought: us ſuch ills, had 5 
's 5 
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. But alas ! the ſubtle ferpent grieved ar this fare, caff 
about if by fame new device be might again darken this day ſpring from 
on high - And a new ftratagem and well tim d, became fo high a maſter 
of deceits; for the time, it was that abominable feaſm, when ſacred ma- 
Joy was, by black rebellion, acjutged and ſlam ; a time when the people 
vere poſſeſſed with jealonſies of relapſing Popery, faſceptible of party ſpi- 
rit, inexpert, unaware of Satan's dark deſigns © and as in the primitive. 
times, he was wont to charge the caufe of all the calamities that befelthe 
idolatrous world, on innocent Chriftianity : fo here he fomentedrebelFon, 
and royal Bod. bed: and, as mth ar in him lay, charged the odfum 
thereof en Chrift"s innocent goſpel ; and how well this flratagem fuc- 
ceeded every opened eye fees with grief + while the parties, divided on 
this occaſton, accuſed each other, both were _ equally outwwnited, ad 
the miſtakes of both improved to the enemy's purpoſe. 
Tn baſe treatment of the royal father, jullly imbittered his ſrr- 
ceeding ſon 3 and prejudiced power was the top-flone of Satan's con- 
trivance. Now none wwonld fee to fever goſpel from rebellion ; they 
muf? be both one, and treated with ke hate - Then ont of doors went 
all the gofpel"s internal efficacy, exploded and ſet afide, defignedly neg- 
lected, to make way for our preſent moral fcheme of dhetrine, which, 
likes falt that hath boff its ſavonr, hath long let the church fink with 
a kind of natural religion, a name to Fur, while ſpiritually dead, 
Sa fucceſifuily Satan carried his point, and foread dur Ene and 
diſſoluteneſs of life, far and near, and all azr moral drin , 
and ſhow of warring aganft jm,” without the goſpel Spirit, have 
proved but as a wooden feord in @ per foating warrior's hand: B- 
centioufreſs bath long ſmuled at fuch fruitleſs efforts, and braves it in 
all ranks of people ; and he that departs from "this faſbionable ini- 
quity; this ungrateful diſregard of Chrift our Saviour, maleth hrm- 
felf a prey... This 3s fo notorious, that prejudice ſelf wil hardly 
=” 
But thanks to our Lord, the dawn begins again to break whon us, 
be is about to repair the breaches of our Zion; and naw, mleſs our 
flout-bearted countrymen, who diſdain to lot dum on the # 
of his method, will have it that he hath dealt with us after 
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germ, tft us to ourſelues, given us. ap, er that the overfinungs of 
wngadlineſs hgve- not flooded our hulutarians; and that tberefare we 
have no need of his wonted interpaſtions : 1f this be. not their mind, 
I ,o tnow what means or methed they look be ſhould. uſe, in order 
to reclaim aur backflidings, but the fame be exemplified of old, and 
 thro' all the whurch's times, and awakening ſeaſons, hath mage uſe of. 
A marvellous erxconami/t is our adored Lard ! His pour fp 
with hu, and bis work it before bim; and in the revival theredf, 
be hath ever talen fuch a courſes, and uſed ſuch inflruments, as the 
cue of abe werdd would leaft of all have thought . This was 
bis manner in the typical Zion ;, ' but it gave the ſecure ſenſualiſ dif- 
gut, Such faithful fearlss infiruments. hath his Spirit /lirred up at 
thus dey aneongdt us; Ar or font drjany are 
intolerable offence 3 and if thiſe amorgft us are a mackery, a deri ſun, 
+ bate; ſo were the oppaſers of ungedlineſs of old ; or if our paſtors 
. and peapte, are bold and poſitive in their miſtake againſt thoſe ; Juſt 
. ſo: were the prigſt and people of old time So of the multitude, were 
the awakened. faithful treated thro' all the church's times : So was 
; Honeſt Wicklitte, and all our Engliſh margyrs treated of their miſe 
taken catemporeries : So were Latimer, Cranmer, Hooper, and 


Ridley atcounted of, by the great bady of dead chriſtianity, in their 
day. 


And now, impartial reader, I think it will appear, that the pur- 
Poſe of God, in the patience and ſervices of thoſe evil-intreated friends 
of bis, was, and is to apprize the church of fatal miſtake, to ſhake 
falſe truft, to looſen deluſroe hope, to explicate the joyous but embar- 
rafſed goſpel, to mect the people with this invariable truth, namely, 
that Chriſtianity is an engagement of the affections, a mar- 
eee fort, and {RR fk ſin ; this muſt be urged, 
or all uud continue to go backward, our blindneſs and unhappineſs 
262d ftill increaſe. 

And if now from the following ſomething of this happy heart- chriſti- 
anity, as alſo the bitterneſs and prejudice of our natural ſtate may be 
ſeen, it may net prove wholly uflee. May the Lord, whoſe lg ſuffer 
ng Love hath again viſited us in theje days, teach us to know the ſeaſon 
of eur joyous viſitation, that we be nat like thoſe beart-blind , »ſeſſers 
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of old, who, by 
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bebolding the face of the ruddy Icy, could judge of the 
» but chu not ſet"the n if their on times. 

O ! that the Lird my bot apud nur rational Gow dd remember 
ber ſtones : Each early datum ix witneſs, part of my poor ſolicitude before 
the throne of the heavenly grace ir this, That he would anoint her 
eyes, and lift up her head out of her Laodicean misfortune, 
cloathher minifters withRighteouſneſs, theRighteouſneſs of the 
Mind and Spirit of Chriſt, and make her'choſen people joyful. 
Then bow ſhould one chaſe a thouſand, and twe put tem thouſand to 
flight > Wire but one in each pariſh, the parochial teacher, ended 
with this mind; experience abundantly te/tifies what happy effetts 
would follow : then how wauld the churches be crouded / how would 
Gofpel-grate land to repentance; and the new mind to newneſs of 
life. But I have done, only I would beſeech thet; friendly reader, 


10 admit this, with that Chriſtian Love and ſoundneſs ' of mind that 


ever conftrueth well ; ever taketh | honeſt intentions in good part. 
From a Iver of Him, who fo loved, and. gave A 


us from the * gle \ bo evil world, 


© Onefimus. 
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Ab come, lou d foul, obſerve with care 
Each Maund and bloody Spot, 

Aud all the Beauties which appear 
In Him from head to foot. 
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Conference, &. 
R E tardy vows of chaſtity obtain'd ; 

| Ere Papal force had uſe and ſanction gain'd ; 
Ere good deſigns ſo foul perverſion knew; 

Ere maiden dwellings, convent priſons grew ; 

Ere form and pow'r were taken tor the ſame ; 

Or Chriſtian Grace confounded with a name : 

Far back in time; and alſo far the place 

There whence the morn from far, unveils its face; 

There where the joyous tidings from above, 

Firſt made the nations glad, with Pard'ning Love; 

Two ſiſters of the happy ſingle train, | | 

Propos'd an hour's walk, to entertain 

Their ſpotleſs minds, upon a certain day, 

When city rakes were gone another way; | 

Were ſporting where th' ampli theatre's height, 

Like cling hillocks met che diſtant ight : "= | 


On 
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On which account the public walks were clear, 
Nor pride offends. the eye, not noiſe the ear : - 
And * now the harmleſs twain Agree, 
And ſeize the offer'd opportunity. 
Forth to a walk they go, that near was _, 
Where friendly hows diffus'd inviting ſhade : 
A common walk, frequented much of all, 

That form'd a terraſs gainſt the city wall 4 
Where lines of trees in equal order grew, 
And overlook'd a ſinking vale below; 
*Long which a winding river bent its way, 
And met in ſight, wed mixt with mother ſea. 


& *' * aw» 


Through cooling gales, along the ſhade they paſt, 
Till eaſy ſtepping, reach'd a place at laſt, 

Where ſtood a bench, to reſt the legs from toil, 

On this the fitters fat them down a While: 939 
Some chearful chat did here Again rene ß; 
When lo, a courtly maid advanc'd in view, 
Emerging from a flight of ſteps, which laß 
Upon the ſlope, * lookꝰ'd the city way, 
Freſh from her bed, the youthful lady news, 

M here, till returning morn, the ſeldom js 
Nocturnal glitter all her thoughts engage; 

Vain viſits, balls, the concert, or the ſtage : T7 
When fading fals, proclaim approaching RR 
Then ſhe retires,: and turns the day to night: 
Till ſhining noon, ſleeps on the —— dame; 
Añd ſo it was, when here to air ſne came, 
Her gaudy habit hung profuſely round, 
And trail protracted, drew along the Send, 
And as ſhe paſs d the lowly maidens by, | 
She glanc'd,upon them with a ſubtle eye; 
Well knowing by their plain diſtinct array, g 
* rom whence they — where their ting by. 
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Fir 
Not far ſhe ſaunter'd, but her * feet, 
To where the guiltleſs girls were ſat, retreat; 
And there, as if her meaning was to bell” ©. q 
She clap'd her down, and ſneering, thus addreſsd: 
If holy maids can ſuffer ſuch ſo near, 
Permit me pray, to reſt a little here. 
'Tis ſultry hot, but balmy breezes play 
Beneath this ſhade, and 00 the ſealding day. 
Or I miſtake, or elſe you maids Pertain 
Unto our novel Galilean train, 
Whaſe ſhallow crowns, vain fancies do poll 
Deluſive whims of over-righteouſneſs ; 
Who all our recreations ſet at nought, | 
And better than your neighbours would be thought. | 
I deem, becauſe to-day the public ſport © 
Hath drain'd the walks of all their gay reſort, 
You ſneak abroad, while now the coaſt is clear; 
Suſpecting taint, were ſuch foul-traſh ſo near. 
A pretty traud, but this fallacious art 
Shall be unmaſk'd, or ere I hence depart. 
| Baſe tribe, your name the talk of ev'ry lace, 
Oft made me wiſh to meet you face to 24 
Now lucky ſtars aceord, you ſure ſhall — 
How juſtly grounded is the hate T bear. 
But who is ſhe can all your tricks relate! 
I may not foul my breath at ſuch a rate ; 
But leave the moſt, and name ſome two or three; 
Enough to ſnew what thoſe unnam'd mult be: 
Alaſaday,—I never might have done, 
If thro? their number my attempts ſhould run. 
Thoſe meeting-holes, where you by night repair, 
And play ſuch pranks, as ſhock a modeſt ear! 
What deeds oble cene, well teſtify'd of fame, 
Are there, I bluſh to call them by their name. 
Fame's truſty voice, and long-continu'd blaze, 
To. realms remote, has told your naughty ways. 
B 2 Thoſe 
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' Thoſe dogs are cunning curs, one cannot doubt, 
I Who put your love-fealt lights ſo nicely out, 
L And give the ſign; no need I more explain; 
2'H A word's enough, you know what tis I mean. 
Inceſt'ous mixture inſtantly ſucceeds, 
And ſon and mother meet in horrid deeds : - 
F': In dark confuſion all together bound, 
1 And hoity-toity tumble on the ground. 
What ſauce, I pray, ſuits Galilean meat, | 
Such as in midnight feaſts, you kill and eat: 
When ruffian hands, in infant blood's imbru'd ; 
And little reeking limbs are ſerv'd for food? 
How long alas, have you the world abus'd, 
How long this vile, rapacious practice us d? 
What lovely babes, ſmiling beneath the knife, 
In thoſe dark cells, have been depriv'd of life, 
Nevour'd and eat, in your conceal'd receſs; 
Their fearful number, who is ſhe can gueſs ? 
A naughty ſect; there's no degree of hate, 
Wherewith ane treats your tribe, can be too great: 
The ſum complete of all that's named bad. 
Deceiv'd deceivers, frantic tools, and mad. 
Nay, even more, ſuch dolts and ſo miſled, 
As to adore a ſilly aſs's head! 


* Many avere the malicious reports, tubereuith the ladicrous world, 
Jported itfelf againſt the primitive chriſtians ; among which were 
the putting out their love-ftaſt | lights, by the contrivance of tying 
dogs thereto; their mixing together in inceſt; their murdering, and 
eating infants ;. and" their auorſpipping an aſe's head, as abdue- 
mentioned. And although: the world hath fince changed its heathen 
name, yet ſurely it know, that names. alter uot the nature of 
things ; and that thoſe who have the world's ſpirit, are of the blind 
ewerld ſtill, call them by <uhat name you will. Aud though the 
unkind reports ewherewith the falfe brethren of our times ſport them- 
ſelves 83222 are not for kind the ſame; yet here 
in this g * their features ; and { wiſh them the fraits 
of a profitable bluſh. "RY 


11 

No wonder neither, that may wholly ceaſe; 

I know the eauſe, I underſtand the caſe : 
This love of aſſes, comes it ſeems from hence, 
Your kindred tribe, their likeneſs have of ſenſe. 
But paſſing this, another odd canceit, 
Much like the reſt, I would awhile debate. 

Whence is it pray, you ſo from us divide, 

And thus in unfrequented corners hide? T? 
You, maidens, you, and thoſe your like I mean, 
Who ſhun your betters with a pert diſdain. 
Whence is it pray, I would be glad to hear, 
Why thus you all with one conſent repair 
To ſome old dwelling, fools enough to live 


Without the gay delights the world would e 


Exchanging joys, that youthful fancy pleaſe, 

For doting, dull, enthuſiaſtie lazy s? 
And who, it ſeems, ſince fondly you retire, 

To mighty ſhews of purity aſpire. 

Your aim with this provoking holy pride, 

Is but to blacken all the world beſide; 

To darken others with deteſted die, 

And ſink them low to ſet yourſel ves as hig. 
But come, be juſt, this ſenſeleſs wWhimſey own, 

Or make your moping wiſdom better known. 
Nay, tardy maids,” your bluſhes but declare 
The truth I tell, and make your guilt appear. - 
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+ This care of keeping the female” ſex togither, out! of harnts away; 
in the days of youthful danger, began uety early in the primitive 
church; and needful it was, far if tbe faithful, oven the ftrongeſt 


from degenerating into the extreme of Popiſh nuuneries, it had on 
"all bands been a gend aud niceſſry proviſion. ; 


it F 


x26 liſters Gaye and fiend ; in — ſupence: 
But ſoon the one, with ſmiling innocence,” 
Whole name was Mary, _— made reply ; ; 
. : £ 


* en «19 2 
I: Behtve me, lady; we nor bluſh nor ame, 
Becaultt we bear the Galilean name: 

This 2 no bluſh : we Galileans knoẽ- 
Who this appellation lon 
But if we bluſh, . — de a, ale, 
That ſo much wit ſhould ſuffer ſuch miftake : 
That ſenſe in ſuch a plentitude poflefs'd ; 
Such poliſh'd parts ſhould' yet be ſo unbleſs'd : 
That all this knowledge ſhould be void of eyes, 
To ſee oppreſſed truth, from favour'd lies. 
Amongſt the tales of and rancour made, 
None more untrue than is what yoù have faid 
Of midnight feaſts, and deeds that nun the light, 
And ſeek protection from the ſable night; 
Of lovefeaſt lights, and dogs a ſenſeleſs train; 
No falſehood falſer, never tale more vain: 
Not worth regard, where nobler innecencſde 
Maintains within inconſcious calm defence. 
But one remark I have, and nothing doubt 
Your leave, while I ſhall briefly point it out, 
Tis Fame, it ſeems, that truſty lady's care, 
Informs.the world, what imps the chriſtians are : + 
But who, I pray, is this officious dame, n 
This truſty lady, called flying fame? 
What is ſhe? what her credit let me know ? 
Or liſt while I her reputation ſhew ;. . 
A babbling quean, light as the yielding air, 
And known a'common liar far and near 
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A trifing jilt, whoſe food and life is lies; 
If proot appear, ſhe trembles, faints and dies; 
*Tis voiding proof, that ever ever gives 
Her life, by this ſhe ſtill revives and lives. 
Such is her fate, ſhe ever muſt refuſe. 
A fair inqueſt, or elſe her being loſe. 
Aſk you her dwelling, then reflection _ 
Among uncertainties the goſſip dwells: 
A vulgar ſlut, lov'd of the ſilly ort, ” : 
Suſpected ever where there's juſter thought. 
Now, madam; this reflection might ſurprize, 
How thoſe your like, ſo juſt, and deem'd ſo . 
So fam'd for prudence, hating all that's baſe, 
Should take 0 light a drab to your embrace; 
Should ſo careſs, and at your board regale, 
Delighted with her airy empty tale; 
Should jain the foe, and edge your vaunted ns; 
And wound us on ſo baſe an evidence, , 
As. ſenſeleſs noiſe, and din of envious wit, 
Which ſmalleſt. candor'never would: admit. 
Fie, fie, on boaſted wiſdom's lofty broẽw, 2 
Your prudence. might have kept your bluſh till now. 
But more concern'd (it may not be deny*d) - 
Am ] for your reproach of holy pride; 
That ill amongſt the chief of ills we hold, 
And 'tis the hate of each inſtructed ſoul. 
We in the caſe of needy; beggars ſtand, 
And take a robe from Mercy's ready hand, 
Wherewith our ſinful poverty to hide; 
What place, I pray, is here for holy pride? 
No, madam, no; but ſurely tis the caſe, 
Our worth is nought, like all the human race: 
Sin-ſick are all, impotent and impure,  - 8 
Elſe why came HE, you ſlight, to be our cure: 
Wherefore is love, who brings relief, offencee, 
* ſins delirium, craz * not human ſenſe? 2 
lady 
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e miſs Prim, tis like your 2 wade; 
But know, your breeding ſhall not go unpaid : 

Take back, I pray, this compliment of wit ; 
I find you have not now your taſk to 
Tho' pleag?d to name yourſelves by nature baſe; 
A truth indeed, in your peculiar caſey 
Yet hear it, laſs, the fact itſelf will tell 
Your fancy'd worth cannot with others dwell. 
Pretence are tales. This fond retiring's plain, 
Your greater goodneſs holds us in diſdain : 
But never could my ſummon'd wits deviſe, 
Wherein chis feign'd fanatic goodneſs lies. 
Where ſhould I ſeek it, if I hop'd to find; 
Of private is it, or of public kind? 
The trudging peaſants, laden with flowers, 
No ſlender groat obtain of you or yours. 
No roſy worth, your purer brows can bear: 
No flow'r of ſpring to decorate your hair: 
Back to their cots, it gives you ſmall concern, 
The weary*d dolts, may pennyleſs return. 
And tho' ſo fond of covert cloſe deceit, 
The public ſhow as much ſuſtai hate. 
No friends of thoſe whoſe larger minds engage 
In ritual ſports, or our inſtructive ſtage _. 
And amph'theatre, thoſe you come not nigh; | 
But all with ſaucy deteſtation fly : 
There Galilean is not ever tound; ' ) 
Our ſportive place you call the devil's grounds 
"Tis true indeed, a truth unfit to name, & 
That demons once, to our diverſions came, 
By you induc'd, as ſeems to be the. caſe, 
To bring that fill remember'd plot to paſs, _ 
A certain maiden, one of thoſe we know, 4 
Amongſt your tribe, * oft do wiſer 1 
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An honeſt/girl, whoſe better judgmetit thought r 
Thoſe ſports no crime: by thoſe the laſs —_ brought 
To our theatre, where, with great delig 
She ſat; but ſoon ſhe felt your foul de ws 
For there thoſe fiends, who at you earneſt fir 9 
Had ſchem'd to bring the place in diſrepute; hh 
Thoſe who ('tis told) your int'reſt ever aid, 
Sought and poſſeſs'd the a delighted — 
With ſtrange diſorder, fearful to behold ; 
Not fit to hear, if it by one were told: 5 
The whole theatre, wick the N fight, d 
So gay before, was ſeiz d with ſore afrig itt: 
The crowds enquire, but few the cauſe cou ill 
Such ſtrange confuſion all at once befel. | 
The fact is certain; my amazed eyes T3 YO 
Beheld, and more, retain the ſad ſurprize. 
But you report, the fiend when challeng d how _ 
He durſt himſelf. ſuch liberties allow” © go Tha 
Wich chriſtian maids, reply d, Becauſe 1 found 3 
Her mixt with mine upon my proper en en nb, 
A proper way to raiſe a foul report, 
And brand the blameleſs place of our er 
But I would have ſuch dairy drudges = 
How much our plays were honour d 
In better days, when pleaſures undiſtu ndiſturb'd 
Were not, as Rs 55 Galileans : 
S 
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chriſtian maid, who had long cheriſhed an hankering after the entertain 
' ments of the theatre ; and who, contrary to the awouved gractice he 

church, flole thither : bat amidſt the jollity, was ſeized and 

with an evil rat, after a frightful fort, and made an 7 

infincerity. And when it "was. demanded. of the Demons. how , 

rf mak re nl cre be replied, "Ry — 
my ground.” 
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Or ere your ſect thoſe novel whims 


rte 
Before the world was plagu d with 

Ere maidens, ans rew ridiculouſly fy ſh V 

And mop d none knows for OUS my: 
Coop'd up in holes, nor no account will give; 
Nor own what freak conſtrains them ſo to live. 
But I conelude the cauſe muſt not be ſnewu; 
Your i naughty to be n 
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Our ne. Se Noth of 
But ſoon I hope to quiet this preten cee. 
T's as {aid but now, our native worth was lock, ls 
That naked ſouls is all we have to boaſt; 0 


That joy of Gon, our proper crown, was led, | 

And nature doats on baubles in its ſtead. | 

_ Falſe loves, falſe joys, falſe wiſdom; tis to theſe 5 

She gives her heart, and hugs her dire diſeaſe: 

A glaring truth. that will not bear debate; 

And pride's. denial would but give it 7 111 2 

This is our ſickneſs; vieh it, — eso 

The lower efeatuges founder are than we: 

The 1 that turns the furrow'd: fields | 

As was del! abundant :ſervige yields 00 „o 
N flow ry orchards found. 

I heir produce yield:as months and 1 7 

' Inverted branches, ruddy loads afford, 

Which bluſh that ſouls ſo light their bleeding Lord. 

Amongſt their ſprigs, there hop the feather'd May - 

Defi "a for Tong, nor do from chat . 

. 5 Vn the" roprmelt twig, they « entern 

| The modeſt maidens of the milking train: 

Redecming kindneſs, by We, joy mould "eg 15 be 

Wen e wer m 2 
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And | lovely flowers neither do forget 

Their taſk "fign's, but cheering ſcents * 

Concern'd, their beauties they expand and ſpread ; 

Each would above his fellow boiſt its head 4 

In tacit praiſes, | each would: fain excel; 

Each fain would beſt creating kindneſs: cell bs 

But wherefore now. were fouls: conferr'd on us? 

"wn _—_ noting made? or, what is worſe, 
purely that ous Malter we might grieve? 

What maiden can thought like * canceive ? 

Yet ſo with ſenſeleb traſn we mult conclude, 

Or ſome ſad chance has ſince our make ent q \ 

Or either thus, our maker made us ill, 

That we might grieve and diſobey his will : 4 
Or want of joy in him, proceedeth hence, | 
That ſouls are fallen and depraved ſince. 
But we who have our ſinful. ſickneſs - Arty 
Moſt ſadly feel how we became unſound ! 
Feel how our mother was at firſt he vat 
Each beating pulſe polluted, poiſo ord , 
The charming likeneſs. of our Gon'd ac'd ; 
Our loves, — Joys ſo beaſtly, all miſplac'd; 
Ingenuous ſhame, occaſions much diſtreſs, 
When firſt we find this direful nakedneſs; 

To him, our Gop, with bluſhing hearts we go, 
And he a glad'ning gartnent doth beſtow, 

To veil our ſhame, of more expenſive coft 
Than cherub's robes thar ſhine in in heaven's hoſt ; 
A lovely white; its luſtre yields to none; 

Not virgin ſnow on bleaky hillocks blowu- 
The lillies bloom, that ſheds ſuch ſweet delight, 


Would bluſh to name with this, their ſpotleſs white 


With faith's fair zone, the robe is girded round, 
And hangs 3 to the ground; 
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So trim it ſits, from head to foot is ſen 
Nor ſpeck, nor ſpot, Ytis perfect, pure and clean; | 
Tranſcending all whate*er on earth is far; 
The fame with that our Gop himſelf doth carl 5 
Array'd in this, of holineſs we boaſt: 
But all our proper worth is wholly loſt: 
This is our wealth, and on that joyous day, 
We mean to meet our ſpouſe in this array - 
And grateful care to keep our veſture clean, 
Is all what we by lonely living meann 
Fearing the filth of worldy loves might . 
And daſh, and ſoil the beauty of our robe: 
From 1 and vices, therefore we remove 
To ſome kind roof, and dwell in peaceful love; 
Far from the fatal baits of pleaſing ſenſe'; 
What ill is here, that ſo ſhould give offence? 
Single as yet, nor ſeek we to be wed 
Our hearts are join'd to him ho for us bled... 
What now is found in this account I pray, 
That does a ſelf-exalting pride betray ? 
Pride neither loves its nakedneſs to own, 
Nor joys to make the gift of _ ne”: Y 
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Miſguided maids, your pitiable ſtate, 

Beſpeaks compaſtion, rather than wy hate: 

This ſhining robe, that knows nor ſpot ene 
Was wove, I fear, in ſome diſorder'd brain: 

I mourn your caſe, and do indeed believe, . 

Though ſtrangely weak, you mean not to deceive. 

Come, ſimple maidens, come, for once be wiſe, 

And know your friends, and where * int*reſt lies i 
Let my advice and counſel have acceſs'; $ + Baa | 


C "_ bend your * on more engaging — 
E108 
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"Tis time enough to think on future days, 
W ben years decline, and pleaſures ceaſe to pleaſe: 
But now a looſe, in gayer ſeaſons give, » | 
To gay delights, and do-not bury'd live. 
Youth's bloom is ſhort, too ſoon its ſweets are fled, 
Come, crop the lovely roſe, or ere tis ſned: 
And know, my child, if you my words en 3 
My honour's nought if Cer you want a friend. © 
Leave thoſe who teach—deceive you I ſhould by: 2 
Why ſhould their artful cant thy years betray? 
Untaught themſelves, what have ſuch blocks to ſhe 
Compar'd with what our learned ſages know ? 
Thoſe are the praiſe of intellect conteſs'd, | 
With brighter parts, and better genius bleſt; 
Their keener wits, credulity diſdgin 1 
It's ſtrange you cleave to ſuch a Fates uam 
But better hopes and wiſhes I conceive, 
That you'll be wiſe, and do as I would have. 
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Excuſe me madam, if I frankly own, © 
Of this your wit, we little have or none: 
But ſince you ſeem on wiſdom fo to lean, 
Be pleas'd to tell what you by wiſdom mean, 
Leſt we perchance rhis worthy wit miſname, 
And reckon things diverſe, to be the ſame : 
Miſname I fay, but if my meaning here 
Be not expreſs, then this ſhall make it clear. - 
Suppoſe a lady! fo we'll put the caſe, _ 
With all her wit, ſtill void of Jeſu's grace 
Diſcords with Gow, his offer'd love Genes | 
Can ſuch a ſilly ſoul be counted wiſe ? 
Or if ſuppoſe, (an odd, bur ſuiting thought,) 
The witty lady's heare ſhould WIRE doat 


On 
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On On dirty phos, like thoſe which r oy 

roting pal that haſten to decay: + 
A A choice; ſhould this for wiſdom go? 2 
Can this be ſenſe? I think the anſwer's no. 
Yet who will doat, on ought that's preſent here, 
Tho' named wile, no tittle wiſer are? ö 
For look the 1 world, and all it bad, | 
Is as à ſcaffold made of planks and poles, 
That does ſubſerve no Scher end but this, 
To duild a fabrick of eternal bliſs, 
A world which all deſcription doth th. 
Where, Gop our Gop.. himſelf will deign to . 
This Je; I. 
And leave griefs in du 
Freed fem p clogs that let us here, 
And waſh the eye with many a ſilent tear: 
There mix d with wiſdom's train, ſhall tune the fog 
In joyous days, that endleſs paſs along 
And there with viſion feed our longing eyes, 
And bleſs thoſe wounds, which you ſo much deſpiſe. 
Now, madam, you your wiſdom may explain 
Our wiſdom Js, that we may this attain, . To 
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Hated of all, learn what e deve 

In future litg, by what awaits you here : 

But now enough of wiſdom. I have had, 

J would not N to be witli wiſdom mad. 
Another thought would here admittance have: 
I cannot ſo this wedding veſture leave. 
And here to right indeed Pl] give its due; 
Tis not ſo often your reports are true. 
But now the truth is once however ſhewn; 


This ** robe is ſurely not your o¹n 


But 


l 
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But borrow d from our long continu'd uſe; 
A ſhort account of which I will produfe. 
Who has not heard how here our -weddin g-gueſt, ad 
In borrow'd beauty, are adotn'd and reſt; 
How each is plac, and all — treat 
Is methodiz'd, tis needles I relate 

But leſt the eaſe that recommends a feaſt, 

Be interrupted, or its joys decreas d:. 

A modeſt robe to vail: alpiring pride, 

And deck the meek, tis uſual to f 
For each, and all, forbidding' there ſhould be 
Unlikeneſs ſeen, or known deſparity; 

That all degrees, like comlineſs eſs, 

Alike enobled by the joyous 

The oaf, who — Wildom, and of ear 
Who dares uarob'd, preſume and venture bere x6 
Who dares our ritual order difregard, | 

Gets but deſerved ſhame for his reward. 


This is our mode, and now ten would know. 
Why you muſt have your garment too t | 
Why thus you copy our . feaſt, 

4 deck yourſe}ves as thoſe invited gueſt? 

t I ſuſpect the prefling cauſe may be 
Conceal'd in your religious poverty: 
Its novel date, and needy — days, | 
Conſtrain'd to borrow our renowned ways. 


So I conclude, and muſt (unleſs I find 
Some n e not change my preſent mind. 


M A RY. Sap? | 
The robe we * and deck d in which ve ee 4 
Surpaſſes days in oldneſs of deſign 
If then for grounds you look to n of years, 
THe ſoon ſhall ſee how old our match appears. 


— 


But 


1 ﬆ 1 
But rſt, an after cuſtom I ſhall name, 
Which pairs with yours, and is for age the — 
Amongſt us known, and long hath been our ay 3 ; 
How *tis in realms remote, I Will naehe: 
But here, who hath refolv'd to wed a wife, 
Of hig her rank, or one of lower be bilo; 
No ſtipulated portion doth receive, E) 
But muſt a price for his beloved dW. 3 barqu rat: 
The utmoſt mite muſt firſt be payed daun. 
Or ever he may call the bride his own: 
Each counted groat her parents muſt bann, 6 
Till when the ſpouſe may count his hopes but vain. 
So were we wont, and down from antient days, 
Continued uſe, the ſame to us conveys. | | 
Now ſtand.amaz'd ! unleſs thine heart ſhould prove” 
An adament, that kindneſs cannot move. 
So our Creator, who of kindneſs made 
Our fouls, and who the earth's foundation laid. 
With early thoughts of love, and — raend! t | 
Long ſince deſign to wed. the human race. 0 
Or ever time's revolving courſe begun 
In days and months, and circling years to nee 
Ere infant minutes, onward try d to move, 20 
His heart had fix'd to wear this form of lap. 109 
And deathleſs love, in wedded faith e e 1 
Is but an image of his wedded — rig 
A nigh example, who affection knows, Solano I o? 
Thar ſpouſe may feel, how Jeſus loves his ſpouſe... 2 
But he, or e' er the welcome wedding day, 
2 too, a price for his beloved pay: 
riee of which, he ſurely might repent, 
; if e on love were not ſo tag i | 
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or 


1 paſs his birth, wh eee 


In human form, with infant gri e 0621 
And how his choice declined Th 11 
And would be low, like his tee . 
How he through all our poo 1 ran; Ae e 


A ſmiling babe, a hopeful y ith! a man! 
How falling drops, fell en his dewy head, 
And waſh'd his brow, while toiling for 5 bead! 
Not felf-exempted,” not excus'd at all, 
From all the maledictꝭon of the fall! A > 
What preſſures in Gerbſemane he feltt f 
When charg d with at »— ek world's collected 
t N&2 2 (guilt! 
Howi in his human val, ain he ſtood Fr 
Before his judge, prepar' to pay his Blood! 
All thee 1 paſs in haſte, that you may ſee 
What once was tender d on the croſs's tree! 
What there with right of equity was paid; 
The world's collected value will exceed ! 
For there thoſe hands'that bleſſings did beſtow, or 
Embrace the pointed griefs of iron woe! LY 
The rending ſpikes, in preſſing to their hold, 
Tore tortur d nerves, and wreck'd his tender ſoul ! _ 
Thro* hands and feet, they Ag their forward 
way, 
Into the beam, een he ble ior 1 N y | 
You muſt have heard, ſince tis to few unknown; 
Around the circling earth, the rumour's gone, 
How daring ſouls, with added anguiſh rear 
The croſs and him, transfix d in Open air! 
Ah matchleſs love! what pains thy pendent weight 
In joints, and ſtrain d diſtortur'd veins create; 
And how emitted clams, bedew'd and wet Wes, 
His ſacred Cheeks, that _ deſcending wear!” 


No 


1 26 J 
No friendly hand, f the Lo. there, — 
Death's i . ha none, no lover dr 


Baptiz d and bleſt, the elle . 
And how at length our Lover cry:d.al 

is finiſh'd', and his dying head he When 

Ecernaljuttze,rom POTS hands | wol 
When he expir d, receiv d its full dema 


This was the price the Spouſe once payed d dos x 
A coſt like this was never, never ik on 


But noble love! that would not he n 

With hard conditions, made the tender good. 
No grace and peace, and all what we can name, 
By bride- relation, e haue right to claim: 
Whatever ſouls, in lowly love are wed: at 
To Chriſt, poſſeſs the treaſures of their head! 


His mind, his mean, his merit,deck'd. — 
Surpaſſing fr 2 87 0 bf 


A richer 1 f dat er de e au. 2 7K 


Or ki clay: a 


With and eat, oe 0 ee 


pain 
Twas naought, and not in me donde d brain 


Long purpoy'd, long premis d, and long Puros 
Not 1mitating dreſs, as 4 conclude : 


Iu kno I mot madded laws: "NE 
Had birth, of wedded ah, firſt farm Ne 
An now. Oh TATE An Lee Joys ger 


To every the, ke, who cap 09.carth, be. found] Bow art 
| All, Are to the will da Ty 
Our Bridegroom Will n . 
The meaneſt maid,” who — — te bring, 


nee her ſoul, eee . af 


ation's 
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Salvation's robe, each maiden may . 3 
Who this report ſhalſ hear and ſo believe: 
Such, if ingenudus their ſouls 
Shall ſarely find the joybus wedding dreſs. 
Now let your veſture; with our robe compare, 
Weigh okith excels, and moſt deſerves: hour cafe: 
And if ſuch boweis unaffecting prove, £ 


To CEO Kill deve thy love. | . 1 
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L own, fond maids; if what is — 
Mere fact, ſuch love might merit ſome: 

But las- a- day, if I were Cſur's bride, 

With Cæſar L might royal ſtate divide. 

A groundleſt — my miſgivings dem 
Your princely ſpouſals, merit-like en. 
Tis much ſagacious elevated parts, 
Brightemd wick all theſhine, of — arts; 
Should uſeleſseprove, and that a ſimple train, 

To wiſdom's hidden ways, ſhould-firſt attain. 

I ſay not ſo bomoficent a grace, 
Would joy leſs be, on harm the human race: 

But I admire, that low / fraternity; 
Unletter'd daxkneſs, firſt had eyes to ſee. 

Let ſeuſſur d. and confident you ſpeak, 

As if your tenets could not know miſtake. 
What teſt hade we, of one diſtinguiſſid maid | 
Whoſe heart, this-ſpouſat love doth 2 

Or who that lives, by proof, can aſcertain By 
IT IN d, cher twas blood barer, 
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The proofs cant but ſuch ao ute, 
Who ſeek it oy n hee oe VT 


28 
There only may'ſt thou pow rful proof ape 
External provings, little proof will give: 


\* Yet if ſuch prooss might prove of any uſe, 


A countleſs ſum, I could and would produce; 

But will I not that tedious/taſk purſu e 
But leave the reſt, and bring huts one or two. /\- 

The chaſte Matalda's pains and torments prove, | ber N 
The heart · felt pow 'r 2 Jeſu's blopd and Jove: - 

She, whom your rabble, but the other day, | 
So rudely ſeiz d, and raſſily led away, 

Thro' gaping crouds, that each on other — ; 
To prove her love, with fierce: voracious — 

Your worthy wits, I ſnall not ſoon forgen. . 10 1 
How all your noble ſleill Was hardly ſet, Sh 
For new inventions, fotrm'd with er ah, 

To load a filly maid with greater ſmart :. 
We heard the — amph'theatre N 11 ei 

As noiſe of falling floods, that daſh vs; Fax 805 & . 
Your brutal — on wafting breezes berne, 

By turns affail'd us, as her limbs were torn: 

My bleeding heart, oft-wiſh'd me with her aer A F 
To wipe her ſurat, and help her griefs to bear. 

| Fearleſs ſhe ſtood, her 1 heart def ed 
That frightful tiger, when he ſeizid her an 
Torn md from limb, ſhe met her rer death! | 
Faithful in ſpouſal love, till lateſt breath: : -- 
No added terrots, could her: purpoſe move Bay 389 J 
A pow'rtyl proof, of ſoul · eſpouſed love. 0 0 
Truth's truſty ſnhe, would not his truſt — * 0. 


| Death griev'd ber leſa, than ſuch a thought would 
lee. 


But ſuck· lie provings may not over — 
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And which might odious unbelief confute; 
It ſets the valu d price aboye diſputee: 101 A 0 
Tho' maids like me, have little {kj to ſhew;. - 
In law and teſt, yet this each onꝗ muſt e, oy 


mn # 


Who is engag d, à fearful ſum t oy * a 01 
Upon a time, fd appointed day & 21 | 
And when on date, (where anden pay's the caſe 7h 
The juſt receiver- releaſe ;" 


n ain 1 


Made tepible and plain, — all may dad: 
Who vill deny, but dues are duly paidꝰ 
But what is this! Engag d our Lover ſtood, ] 
To *raſe a world's tremendous! debt with 1 95 
As number'd drops were paid in full demand; 
So had our Spouſe from heaven's juſter hand 
A fair receipt, which thro* the world's convey-d - * Bp 
To lands remote; that all who will can read. 
Lo ſigns and wonders, ſign our great releaſe; 
And prove accepting love, — . — Gare. A 
So fully 8 — 12 ratify d, wol 197 
The righteous payment, when our fponterndyide: oc. 7. 
When precious ſtreams pour — the purple tree; 8 
Where too, ſome facted — ere paid for thee! 
What! will'ſt thou now accept, or elſe decline, 
Or grieve his loving heart, or give him 1 | 
Thy ſoul's Creator condeſcendeth, come, 10 
Diſcloſe the breaſt he made, and give him oom. | 
If tears of love, here leave thy laſhes dry,” 174 7 


ce 


10 00 . 


Then fie n 2 . | 
L 6] 2 2 44 won 
*Tis not mypetpote, illy R by 3 


Deſerving goodneſs, or to 8 
Such bal returns, but little truth . * 
Who * kindneſs, are the — 


by 
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My ſoul's Creator How: ſhall this be true? 
Who then would hate as y. exclaitn wy do? 
Am 1, and all my-intimates deceiv?d?)/! 14/1 


No, ſurelyno, that may not believ 1 


To yield that blame, is not your due r, | 


Retorts a certain blemiſh on our part: 


Involvi ben ee ier erer nö 2 ESA 


vet þ 


And loadeth fair repute, with foul diſgtace. 


Think child, what bane and blaſting this conveyss 


Branding of betters;| merits much diſpraile.. - 
Too . 9 and tonder of offence ; . | 
inder than thus to injure innocence: 


And I raight.addithei ſenſe, 1 


„ and what 


What juſtly: to 


Look round the diy view the better Baer | 
How few of thoſe advert to your . | 


However it may merit grateful love; 
A truth Drake: not on me to diſprove: 


Yet few there are, of this diſcerning . fat 
Who treat not you and it; with eee 124 T 
And here's the wonder of this di 75 


Since now do fond of lower life you ſeem? 5 
Peaſants: and traders, in mechanic art; 
And ſflly: women, make your major ban: 
Diſcarded jilts, with oonſeious guilt o 
And tir'd of vicesʒ ſuch fi the reſt. 
A ſet ſo mean, and once of ſuch diſgrace, 
None but your ſact. ſuch; votaries embrace. 
Is reputation now an empty name ? 
What now is credit, what alas is fame 

The heady maid (it paſſeth all diſpute,) 
That leans to you, foregoes her on repute. 


With what a-brow'! how ſuch ſhould e 
1 77 6— Ns r 


. 
L. 


1 
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If friends ſhall love, He d mer, 2 
Who gave us being, and qur ſorrows bore... | 
With what a face, ſhall ſhe who ſhames eber * wt 
His lov'd-repraach, before his ſane appear! 

Shall ſhe he wie who, with her boaſt: of vit, var I 
Can ne'ertheleſs,, her bleeding Gop forget: 
And give to traſh, her — kl heart; | 
His right by price of pain, and pungent — 
While other maidens, with a glad concern, 
And buſy love prepare for his return: 
When be in all his native radiance dreſt, 
In better days returns to hold the feaſt? 
Shall ſhe be wiſe, | who all ber cares imploy : 
For poor delights, that butterflies enjoy? 
That ens os N thro? 2 mmer fields,” 
IN t gets, temp ower yields : 
leſs ſh leaſures r on 
the fhes, her {potted pride diplas: 
Bus oy how cloſe, autumnal chills purſue, - 
And bid her ſhort. delights, a long adieu: 
Shall ſhe be wiſe, whoſe wiſdom will not chuſe 
An offer'd kingdom, but will bliſs refuſm 
Who will net rkea, tho?. with love ien 
But baſely follow with the multitude; - _- 
Whoſe ale ſoul, that kindneſs cannot move 
Exulteth not with chaſte returns of love; 
Who lets each tinſel toy be much cateſt, 
And ſpurns the holy Lover from her bag 
Deluſive wiſdom, 2 that will not.know | 
How it ſubſerves, its undilcoyer'd woe. 


AP . 
— * — — — 
- N 
"uy: * 


That ſlighting mercy's, little proof of wit: 


But now nor nam'd, nor ſuffer d in his ſight: 
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eee ID wy 
1 boaſt me not of wiſdom, nor forget | 


Nor can ] ſet the world's award at noughtz — 
A modeſt ſenſe will not permit the though. 0 „ ib 
I may not ſo my ſlender wits oppoſee = 
Nor think me better judge of truth than choſe; 

The ſlighteſt — in favour of your ways, 
Woundeth their fame, whom I would rather dente 
Some worthy neighbours; nor would. I repeat: 

Their names, but tliat ts ſnew their blameleſs hate. 
Miſs Mira Szjas,- but to few unknown; an 
And once admirid*of all the youth in town, 22% 113 
Her comely port, adorn'd with ſprightly wit, Halle 
Whoever knew, will not in haſte forget : | n 1904 101 
But las! her unadviſed ſtep of late, IOW 7811 1 
Has chang'dher friends affection into Hats: 2 711235 8 


Ah! how her aunt; that worthy wealthy lage 


Abhors her niece, ſince chriſtian ſhe became: 


The lady's care, 'tis grief, her care is loſt; . 7 


Had poliſh'd miſs, at mueh five coft; 

And on her matching Nad, with pleaſure thought; A 
Bur now proteſts ſhe*l give her — a groat: 
So much enrag'd, ſhe — bear to hear 

If miſs's name but chance to reach her ear. 
This inſtance, tho“ a full and fair Apr, > 


4 


Is yet not all, what I intend to ſay. Neale 
There's Malu's ſon, once we be father's ter, 4 Vo 
The honour'd parents, doated on their boy. t. B11. 
A rake he was, that wilt I not diſow un; ate Cf 
Fond of the nauglity ſluts that peſt che town. oll 


However, all his ſire's ſole delight; 
Such 


1331 


Such indignation burns the aged hreaſt. 
Tis ſaid, that ſome have heard him oft prateſt, 


He rather woyld the youth had ſtill been vile, 
Defil'd with vices that do moſt defile z |. 1, |. 
Defam'd by deeds, that moſt of all defame, - 
Than thus: ti hear the odiqus chriſtian name, 
And add to theſe, peor madam Fendes caſe, 
A theme for chat, a tale of much diſgrace: 
The din of which, ohr gars ſo daily All; ...., 
Arteſt this ſtrange averſion farther {Bl}... 
I can't but much condole her ipoule's/woej,. 
Griev'd man; her folly cauſes ſuch ade... _ 
Tho? eas'd of all his former jealous grief, 
Since ſhe aſſum'd your name, and your belief: 
Her novel virtue, was but hated more, 
Till it and her he turned out of door: 
And on a jilt, his graces would confer; 
But odious chriſtian could not bear ſo near, 
Who now will think that this ſo ſore diſguſt, 
Is notwithſtanding, all hate unjuſt ? 
Or, rather who will not conclude, deceit 


And cloak'd deſignings cauſe this bitter hate? 
For truly, maids, tis known a modeſt vai! 


Noth often times immodeſt looks conceal. | | 
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She who by gueſs, on pop lar blind pretence, 328 


Will hate, her hate may light on innocence. | - 
But pray be pleaſed firſt yourſelf w@AP>= 23; 12 
This guileful cloak, and as it ſuits reply? 


Since trial beſt, our miſconjecture ſhews 3---- (+7 


Come, try and anſwer what I here propoſe. 


And ſuch a falſe * become: 


1 24 ] 

Well pleas'd, could you ſuſtain the ample coft 
Of counting dung, what pleaſes nature moſt 3 
And chearful meet calumniating hes, 
And all what cruel falſhood could deviſe: 
Decline thine eaſe and own delightful will, 
Delighted'more with paying for ill: 
Content with ſtraights, nor ſmiling days intreat 
With better face, to practice cloſe deceit? 
Could your yourſelf dent ſuch horrid art, 
An angel's garb to hide a devil's heart? _ 
This would T know, inform me pray if you 
Yourſelf could ark a ſerpent! $ cract purſue ? . 


N A D 7 
Indeed not I, believe me I could not, 


My nature ſhrinks and ſhudders at the thought. 
Diſſimulation, heart and hands def: 
1 could p not 79 55 it, no _ cred 


A * N. A. 

And are we monſters of another kind, 
A ſpecies more to curs'd-deceit inclin'd * 
If barely thinking ſhocks your nature thus, 
Why ſo unkindly ſhould you think of us 
If here you find your frighted ſoul recoil, 
Compare our caſe, O judge us not ſo vile. 
Have you not heard how to his ceaſeleſs n | 
Our Lord deteſteth all deceitful ways ?. | 
Sin and its author are his foes, the ſtrife  _ 
With thoſe once coſt our ſoul's Delight his life. 
And ſeems it likely, (ſince we make appear 
Our Love at coſt of all you-count ſo dear, 


Your ſens'al joys) that we ſhould wound his breaſt 


With fecrotfins, his ſoul doth-ſo deteſt? 


'Unjuſt, 


L 35 J 


Unjuſt, unkind! your wits were better us d 
To reaſon, why is reaſon now abus'd? 


Fe 6 0 
Dear maiden ſpare, 1 not my want of kill, - 
ers Md oy or bp e th, 0 
ince various talk, and ſtrange ſurprizing tales - 
Of your religion, far and near — 10 
What wonder prepoſeſſions preſs dur mind, , 
And make us judge unjuſt, and ſeem unkind? | 
To our relort perpetual ſtories come. 
Extravagant to hear, as ſtrange their ſum, _ 
But after all, if Chriſt's endearing Love 
Be all your fault; if this your crime ſhall - 
[prove; N 
It muſt be own'd, when hate hath done its * 
, 
A milder treatment had been leſs unjuſt. 


M AX. | 

All Chriſt's religion means, its charms, its art 
Is but to wed the alienated heart: As 
A bride's affection, this is all its aim; = 
And leſs than this, is but a chriſtian nane. 
Our kind Creator would a huſband prove. 
And wed the ſoul, and cure its fin by love. © 
Love ſets a queen within a wedded ſoul, 
Its ſceptre all andue deſires controul : _ 
The ſhorteſt ſight, without reflection ſees NOT 
Whom much we love, we much delight to plat! 
But O the poor, the pitiable maid, 
Who will not know r Lord, nor need his aid : 
Without her HE, amidſt a world of woes, 


on whom to lean, and where her truſt. repoſe : 
1 Ten 
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Ten hab angers, powders with delight, 
Await her — oe e from fight?” 

No balmy joys her lanely ſpirit cheer, 

As does the Joul, whoſe onſtdent! is near: 
But is, alas, When g Selbe A clofe, 
Purſu'd by more inevitabl 
Then on the hortid Hills; with darkneſs W 
Her friendleſs ghoſt, its ſturtibling ſreps may ers: 
But ah, my life, my ſure defente from harms, 
At death Tl breathe my ſoul into thine arms: 
Thou wilt not leave me ſo to wander there, 

Since all my joy 1 thou art, and all my care. 
What lady now, what high or lowly maid, 
If wile, wif Rich a lover's ſult evade? 
If ſplendor pleaſe, which no equation . 
Lo, higheſt Glotics radiate the Spouſe ? 
Exalted e bs, Him, eur Lord obey, 
And in the duſt their crowns before him lay: A 
If better pleas'd with conſangpinity 
In thine own nature, te beloved fer, 8 
As bearing all what was th - nary 
The lovelieſt perſon, and. 0 5 rs Male” 
Strange condeſcehtion fills his friendly OY A 
Of all his daz z 'in radjant fortn —_— 
An human Baa 1 ul as is thine own, 
Fleſh of thy fleſh, and bone as is thy — 
In all thine intereſts, ne'er was he rnd.” 
But thy concerns were ever counred r 
In early day, or ere thine infant birth, "27 
Thou ont * countleſs oriefs, and cel . 
Long thirty years with mana tabouts pal nd, © 
In which he many a ſcorching day ſuſtain'd! 
And many a midnight hout thy cauſe hath coſt, 
Which wet his bels with dews and 5 froftt 

And 


— 
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And canſt thouhow with hateful unbelief, - T 
Return his love, and give him cauſe of gar: ironie 
With diſregard repay his faithful toil; 

That vileſt ill, none other, hone fo vile; ; : 
Ar ill which doch all ce ills compriſe; r ονο cul 
All what' 8 unju ag. ungrateful and unwiſe? 

Ceaſe; honour, ceaſe, let equity be 

Thou boaſt of truth, Bal all thy din — n 
On no pretenęe pretend to thoſe, tis van 
Tis breach of all, "ahh chouthine heart dela. 


— 4 D 2. eil da 
Unjuſt! ungrate ! bong wah, 
Till now, *twas never ſaid chat I Was och... 
111 treated favour, foul retutns of loves 
My education taught to q appro ve: 
And, ſince be thanks unte propitious powers, 9213] 
My forrune-boaſterh more than rrivial ſtores: 
No ſmall donative ſhould repay -his eoſt, 1511 2710 © 10 
him moſt. 01 01 


Did I but know what would eng al 
*Tis your concern, be cherefore porief and ſhew, 2. 


What ! _ —_ _ ot enn Puck Eu 
noi hat 
c 9 4 * *. ebauo 7 
Ab, — tnadum, {ſmall nor greater t 
Can you repay, nor have you ought brings © Jap 
When one offence; another will 'atone;, ''  - © 
Then may'ftthou bring him fomethingof 2 hne can: 
One evil will not pay another, knoẽwſw. 
Tis doing here, e nature's wot: / 1 
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Por en | 
Or parts ſo poor? ¶ ſcarde conocive chey are- 4 


— 


138 J 
Talk oft pretends; but this is ever ſure, 
Sincerity e moe: 270! 


M. 4. R 7. { 

In common marriage, there tis ever ſeen, - 
The maiden who doth. moſt ſincerely mean, 
Boaſts not of houſewife's doings, firſt ſhe's fare, 
To make the glad conjugal knot. ſecure : | 
Her firſt concern, i is with the man deſign'd | 
To ſee herſelt in ſpouſals fairly join d. wad 
With ſtudious care this previous = ſhe treats 3 
With this her palpitating boſom 
Here hearts and — beary bound; | 
A love like this is not, cannot be found? 
Indearment hence hath all its happy riſe, 
Nor at their death and diſſolution dies. 
Hence ſhe's ſo prone to further his affairs; 


Abſence but more augments her matchleſs cares. 0 


If ought her huſband's preſence ſhould unt. 
In ſome far city, or a diſtant land z 
While he's away, none elſe beſide her, none 
Regard his pleaſure like herſelf alone. 
Unfeign'd affection melts her faithful heart ; 


What wounds his int'reſt, that creates her _ 7 


She thinks he tarries, ſighs and ſilent tears 
Expreſs her griefs, till he again appears. 
Bride love's a 3 aſcending from the deep. 
Whence faithful ſtreams: perpetu 
Its gliding ſurface, ceaſeleſs ſtores ſupply,” 
Nor length of time, nor ſummer heats can dry. 
All what the laws of matrimony will, 

Doth bridal love ſpontaneouſly fulfil : 5 
Yea, this inſtead of thouſand laws . be, 
And more excite the heart and hands than they. 


al tenorkeep: r 
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Be doing then, a preſent laid afide 3 *-/ 1-17 + 
Firſt be thy ſoul in-bride's affection ty'd : | 6 * 
The ſeed-time this; ſee firſt you ſow the grain, 
n 13 


| TL 1 D . tf 5100 
Still 1 _ I cannot comprehend | 

What ſhe can hope, whom nought doth recommend. 
View now the ſtructure of the human mind. 
Who loves, where no cauſe of loving nd. | 
Should I prel ſo unjuſt a thought, | 
Intreating favoùr, but returning — 2 
I might thereby but! injure better ſenſe, 
And give the rules of modeſty offene. 
I oft have heard that we ſhould do our beſt, 
And then the pow'rs above will do — 
But you'll excuſe this way, 
My thoughts are but what others think — 67. 


MAN . | 

argues pride, within a modeft vail 
She hides her, head, and tells her humble tale: 
But who by bringing, hopeth to ſucceed,  - 
Should bring their all, I mean their naked need.. 
When thou waſt not, his eye-ſurvey'd thy caſe, 
And bleeding for thee, bought this bridal grace! 
What hadſt thou then, that could his kindneſs move? 
What commendation caug'd this early love? ; 
But. jf the Spouſe's charms thy ſoul delight, 
And thou would'ſt hope for favour in his —_ 
Then be advis'd, the moſt engaging dole 


| Fu thou r bung, is _— thy naked ſoul : 


Bring 


14 
Bring that before him, ſeek no other plen ; 
Want will, if found, inſtruct thee what to ap F 
Pour all thy heart into his matchleſs breaſt, 
Let ills thou only knoweſt, be conteſs'd. -- | 
Who ſeek the gate of life, ſhall find it here; 
Come thou, and on the thieſhold drop a tear: 
Here preſſing needs, prevailent ſuit ſhall have 
A higher gift, than heart could ger gonceive: 
A bridal ſignet mercy will impart. N 
Not to adorn thy finger, but thy heart: 
A golden love chat time cannot decay, 
* waters quench, nor floods thall: with ** 
once my captivated ſoul he won, . 


When firſt the joys of ſpouſal love 1 
Abaſh'd, I ca on my ungrateful: — - 
At what a ooſt its woes were once redreſs'd : 
The ſtrange affection drei me to debate . 
Whar lover 'twas, whoſe good 1 ff 
But mental ſight, ee | 3 
Soon ſaw my bleeding G at Aiſgiſe 
Then bow'd my ſoul, and tears of wonder flow, 
But what I faid; twere nesdleſs now to thew. 
This ſenſual heart, unus'd to melt or move, 
Now toolt the ſtamp of chaſte eſpouſed 1 WONG 
The 1 ſtill wichen aer break 1 ber, 4 i 
Unalter'd lives my Lord's expiring there: 4 
2 turn, or here, or there, I fmd 
The fair aiture, preſent in m — 6 
His mand charms has made 2 e 
The filthy idols, of its native 4 

3Tis now "aelights, chat all delight excel, 

To keep his word, and do his holy will- - 

Come, taſte and ſee, let not reproach be fear'd, 


Partake the] joy our Gop has long prepar'd, 


* 
2 
* - 


Lady, 


1 4 1 
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I blame not, no, hut rather I commend 1 974 
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That mindful love, that's mindful of ts friend... 
You'll ſoon believe how little I had thought . -:_. 2 
To find ſuch bleſſing, 'blurr'd with ſuch chen 41 
Some fiend I fear, a malevolent fo 1 
Plots this deſpite, to heighten human Woo. 
The ſlanders therefore, that ſuch elfs may iſe. O'S 
On your religion, but beſpeak its praiſe: © 97 
For reaſon holds, what moſt ſuch ſpirits Bae _ 
Is moſt unlike themſelves, their owu deceit: 8 
And if but ſo, your innocence. were clear d., 
That common dium 2 more be feard: , 112 
I ſhould not then. your happy lot decline, af 
Nor with your name A — e 
But ſmalleſt friendſhip for the chriſtian name, 
Or ſmalleſt ſymptoms may procure me hams. 2 
Feu like this, was ever once thy caſe, 
y cel me how you, ſirugghd with, digraceZ;, ..,. 
. Sf 25 DSD 1 Tee: on {Tt off Atv or $4 
D * u 4: * — MSDN 
Few are che years. chat ſince;are «paſt and, gone, 
When all your ſhames und feuer were my, dn; 
Falſe bluſbing/ſo my young deſites oppreſs d. ary © 
I ſham'd to chuſe what Grace aſſur d was beſts... 5 
But ſoon reflection juſter-bluſhes. brought, . i 102 
And jaſter ſhame; and then, I, yept and thought,” [* ” 
Falſe to my Lord, ſhall 1 his griets pts 7 . 
Chuſewbe; {o ſlight him, ſhall I be label! fe et 4 
Shall I a blind. benighted world prefer Din Bak. 
To all his early love, and later care * . 269 | 
A world, who light [on oF A RAO make 
Dead, bury Adee fad miſtake! | 168 
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Shall ſhame forget how he was ed and torn / 
Who thought on me while yet I was unbornn 
Bright beaming wounds I for . ſhame,” 
Shall T'thy radiant Thine, thy charms diſclaim ? 11 3, 
What's dunghill earth? What's all -ies/guſtleſs ; 
Diveſt ef Thee, my wounded Lord and God ? © © | 
Aſham'd ſhall J his fingle train diſowh a; 9 
Thoſe favour d maids ſucceſſive times have nnd 
Blefs'd ſouls in bonds of chaſte affectꝭon ty'd; 
Whom death could not from him they lov'd divide. 
Such was Crcelld, who ſo calmly bled; + 
Content for holy love to loſe her head. 
And ſuch Martin; long —2 | 
She bore; until the pierc'd her hear, 2 
The Tyrian maids, and Appollina, Woo 
Prevented force, and: in the flames ſhe few. 
. Ammons's firm fidelity defy'd © dtagant Zig) [cw — 
A frowning judge, — arid 16) 
Dentillg and Secunda led away, oil 
For hunger'd tygers an 
Who when the milder the deed d, 
Were ſlain by fiercer brutes of — kind : 
With thoſe dear maids-of AS Wi turd 
A war ry death, in briny billows drown'd: 
Ulila's dauntleſs love, and blooming years, ö 
In tow'ring flames, bs es hears female — 1 
| Bleſs'd only noble lafs | 
To tending racks, he ora joins reg; 
Fauſtua, Juliana, maids whoſe 
Not all c frightfal forme of death could move. 
And myriads more to thoſe do n 11 „Nette 
Parts of this lowly 0d NA iteain - 0 
Wich thoſe unborn; rho in hr Ge Hall comes 
F. u lands remote, and fwell the-countlefs ſum: - - 
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From Bult, to where the ſetting ſun goes doẽwn ?: 

When: Hk rüng illes of foods encompaſa d round. 

To Britains wich ſongs of joy reſoundꝰ- 

Could my adviee ſurvive and reack their ear, 

By ſome ſtrange ehance convey'd — 

Or could this ſtam, e 

To future times, my counſels recommend: | 

Could it my withesor advice convey ß T 

Thus geep inſeribꝰd the letter'd/bark- ſhould 5700 

O virgin ſiſters, maids, ye happy train, 

Be ever chaſte to him, once for you ſlain; 

Lov'd Zioy's path; with chearing lilies ſpread, 

Leave not for dirty tracts, the world do tread': + 

Think, ſiſters, think what ſtorms we have . 

That quiet days might be for you 8 4 i he 

Think how a train of faithful — 7 adorn 

Our times, — ang chat decorate che morn: 

In whoſe demeanor, charms of Grace — i 

Faith s chaſte affection ſhimes-1n-blooming years; 

Whoſe truſty ſouls, that perſecutions try, 

Ate fix d, each would be firſt for Chriſt to die: 

Thoſe wait your coming, long to kiſs and 

Without yourſelves, dear maidens, i 1 ; 

O never from this ſociation part; 

Let not low worldly loves poſſeſs tnine heart. 

This is my counſel, ſo would I addreſs 

Thoſe maids unborn, and ſeal it with a kiſs. 

But I intended only to relate 

The ſum, the iſſue of this heart debate: 

Baſe maid, thought I, when on the odious tree 

The Joy of heaven, ſcorned hung for thee ! 

Fearleſs of ſhame, tho* dreſt in thy diſgrace, .. 

Should this black bluſh becloud thy faithleſs face! 
[ O 
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Om L ended: O ſuch ſname forbi 
Thou faireſt flow'r l with Thee my ſoul mall nol | 
Thy dying Love, mine heart ſhall ever view; - + 
And this, jov'd dame, we recommend to you- 
But time, that will not with its ſpeed diſpencc, 
Reminds us duly to return from henſſe 
HE Rated minutes we together ſpend '-, | | = 
n joyous ſong, call on us to attend. 
Excuſe, I pray, if ought hath. been amiſʒ; 
Your ſervants; AS 0 eure pgs. L 


Adieu, dear twain, and if it muſt be. ſo, 
My warmeſt wiſhes: alſo with you go: | 
5 955 vrhen thou, ſhalt revolve, the h apleſs Yam 
5 BY deluſion, golden dire — i ir 

1 to on: Who, ſetteth captives free, 
Then: think „dear maids, 1 pray-you think on * 
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©. May/Gon's adored Pain... LES ok 
e thy diſſolution, 1 00 id ew en * 
* "rue thine heart remain. 
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